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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

MAY 9, 2006 
 
 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met in 
regular session on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 in the Council Chambers of City Hall 
located at 610 Main Street.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
     Mayor William J. Schmitt who presided called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 Mayor William J. Schmitt   present 
 Board member Victor J. Knies                present 
 Board member Thomas R. Schmidt  present  
 
 Also present were Police Chief Richard Gunselman, Street Commissioner 
Raymond Eckerle, Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider, City Engineer Chad 
Hurm, Building Commissioner David Seger, Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang, City 
Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein and Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm. 
 

Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm announced that a majority of the board 
members must be present for a quorum.  All three of the board members were present; 
therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting.   

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Schmitt invited all present to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on  
April 25, 2006.  A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas 
Schmidt to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.    
 
REPORT 
 Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider reported that Miguel Rivera, 
Commissioner of Labor and Quindaro Cheatham, the Deputy Commissioner for the 
InSafe program were in Jasper on Monday, May 8, 2006.  He stated that the 
Commissioners toured City facilities and met with Mayor Schmitt.  He also reported 
that a team from the Department of Labor will review the City’s health and safety 
program this week for re-certification into the INSHARP program. 
 

TREE TRIMMING – 512 W. 6TH STREET 
 Paulino Ayala, 111 W. 4th Street, Huntingburg and representing Ayalas Tree 
Service, requested permission to place his tree trimming truck on the street while he 
trims a tree at 512 W. 6th Street.  Mr. Ayala stated that the job would take about four 
hours.  Mayor Schmitt responded that this street was actually under State jurisdiction.  
Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle stated that INDOT allows cities to oversee 
temporary traffic control on matters such as this.  Mayor Schmitt advised Mr. Ayala to 
coordinate with Street Commissioner Eckerle and recommended undertaking the job 
after 8 a.m. when traffic was lighter.   
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 On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt, approval was 
given to Paulino Ayala to work in the roadway at 512 W. 6th Street provided Mr. 
Ayala follow all the necessary safety precautions and works out the details with the 
Street Commissioner.  Motion passed 3-0.   
 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
 William “Whitey” Nordhoff, representing Jasper Lions Club, sought 
permission to use the Dave Buehler Plaza for the 2006 Strawberry Festival on Sunday, 
June 4, 2006 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
  
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies to 
approve the request of the Jasper Lions Club to use the Dave Buehler Plaza for the 
annual Strawberry Festival on Sunday, June 4, 2006 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Motion 
passed 3-0.   
 

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 
 Mayor Schmitt read a proclamation recognizing May 21-27, 2006 as National 
Public Works Week.  
 

HIGH WEED COMPLAINTS 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle reported for publication the names of 
property owners that had been cited under section 5.12.040, weed removal/ notice. 
The names and property locations were as follows:  
 
Owner     Location of Lot 
Matthew York & Heather Marsh Golden Acres IV, Lot 102 
Morris & Judith Klem   Catherine Ests., Lot 12 
Haas Family Corporation  Victory Villa 6th Addn.  Lots 8-12 
Rosario Wells    Isador Schumachers Sub., Lot 13 

 
PATCHING MATERIALS INCREASE 

 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle presented a letter from Tri-County 
Paving, Inc., in which the company listed increases in the cost of Hot Mix Asphalt.  
Street Commissioner Eckerle explained that the City accepted a bid from Tri-County 
Paving, Inc. to supply patching materials when J. H. Rudolph is unable to supply 
them.   

 
PIPE REPLACEMENT 

 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle presented pictures of a suck hole near 
South Newton Street and south of Second Street.  Eckerle stated that a 60” storm 
sewer pipe collapsed and needs to be replaced.   He said the pipe is 13’ down and it 
would take major equipment to repair it.   He was not sure what caused the collapse.  
 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle requested closing Truman Road from 
Saint Charles Street to 1st Street for approximately one day to replace a pipe.  He said 
the road would be open for local traffic only.  He said he was not sure of the date 
because the job would depend on dry weather. 
 
 On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt, approval was 
given to close Truman Road at the street commissioner’s discretion, weather 
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permitting, following the proper notification to the Police, Fire, Emergency Services 
and the news media.  Motion passed 3-0.   
 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
 Mayor Schmitt read a proclamation declaring May 14-22, 2006 as National 
Police Week and recognizing May 15, 2006 as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day.   
 

MULTI-CHANNEL DIGITAL VOICE RECORDER 
 Police Chief Richard Gunselman reported that the data recording equipment 
that records all incoming and outgoing phone calls and monitors radio traffic on 
several channels is wearing out and needs to be replaced.  Gunselman presented the 
following quotes for a new digital recording system.   
 
Advanced Communications  $ 6,999.00 
Dictaphone    $13,513.00 (Includes Trade-In) 
Eventide    $17,392.00 
 

He said this item was not in the budget for this year, but if the board approves 
purchasing a new system, money can be taken from the equipment account.  Police 
Chief Gunselman recommended the low quote from Advanced Communications for 
$6,999.00.  He said this would meet their needs.  Mayor Schmitt acknowledged that 
this item was very important for the police and the public. 
 
 On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt, approval was 
given to accept the low quote of $6,999.00 for a voice recorder from Advanced 
Communications.  Motion passed 3-0.   
 

REPORTS 
Police Chief Richard Gunselman presented the following reports for review: 
 
Jasper Police Department April 2006 Monthly Activity Report. 
Jasper Police Department April 2006 Vehicle Maintenance Report 

 
PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK SIGN PETITION 

City Engineer Chad Hurm said he along with the Police Chief, Street 
Commissioner, Building Commissioner, and Mayor did a lengthy study of the cross 
walks on the Square.  The group recommends installing a Pedestrian Crossing sign on 
the east side of the Square where traffic enters onto the Square from 6th Street.  He 
said the sign would make drivers more aware of the pedestrian crossing.  He also said 
he would continue to monitor the situation.  During discussion, Mayor Schmitt stated 
that it would be a safer crossing if people would use the crosswalk.     

 
On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies, approval was 

given to erect a Pedestrian Crossing sign on the east side of the Square and to continue 
to monitor the situation.  Motion passed 3-0.   

 
FLEXCEL CROSSWALKS 

City Engineer Chad Hurm reported that Flexcel had requested some 
crosswalks on East 15th Street from their parking lots to their facilities and between 
their two facilities on Cherry Street.  Hurm presented a map of the area and stated that 
Flexcel would like two crosswalks on E. 15th Street, one on Kellerville Road and two 
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on Cherry Street.  Hurm said that there is a possibility that E.15th Street would be 
repaved this year or early next year, but Flexcel is prepared to pay for the marking 
materials if the City would install them.  Street Commissioner Eckerle advised that 
signs might also be needed on Cherry Street.   

 
On motion by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt, approval was 

given to Flexcel’s request for Crosswalks on E. 15th Street, Kellerville Road and 
Cherry Street, provided Flexcel pays for the materials, including signs if they are 
needed.  Motion passed 3-0.   

 
Reports.  City Engineer Chad Hurm gave updates on the Mill Street Project and the 
Portersville Road Project.   
 
Fire Fighters Summit.  Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang announced that there would 
be a Fire Fighters Summit at the Habig Center on Saturday, May 13, 2006 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.   
 
Flag for Military Funeral.  Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang displayed a photo of the 
large American flag that would be flown by Veterans Memorial Bridge for the military 
funeral of Corporal Eric Lueken on Saturday, May 13, 2006.  He said the flag would 
be suspended between a Jasper fire truck and a Huntingburg fire truck.   
 

CONTRACT FOR SERVICES 
 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein presented a Contract for Services between 
the City of Jasper and Jasper Chamber of Commerce.  Hemmerlein explained that this 
was for the services that they provide and for the annual dues.  The total amount for 
services and dues is $4,000.00.  She said the contract was for the period of January 1, 
2006 until December 31, 2006.   
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies to 
approve the Contract for Services between the City of Jasper and the Jasper Chamber 
of Commerce for the year 2006.  Motion approved 3-0. 

 
EASEMENTS 

City Attorney Sandy Hemmerlein presented the following easements for 
acceptance and approval: 

Grant of Public Sanitary Sewer Easements 
Andrew J. & Mary Ann Vogler – 20 ft. sanitary sewer easement – part of the NE ¼ of 
the NW ¼ of S15, T1S, R5W – for Windsong Estates along Portersville Road. 
 
*Ruth Vonderschmitt – 20 ft. sanitary sewer easement in a part of the NE ¼ of the 
NW ¼ of S7, T2S, R4W – for Christian Church of Jasper. 
 
For the Record.  City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein read the following portion of the 
additional consideration line for the Ruth Vonderschmitt easement.   
 
*  “As an additional consideration for this easement, two (2) connection points shall be 
added to the sewer line as constructed, at locations to be determined by Grantor, for 
future use by Grantor or her assigns”.    
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 Hemmerlein stated that the additional consideration line, being done during 
construction by Developer, Christian Church of Jasper, creates no additional 
obligation to the City of Jasper and does not give the property owner a right to connect 
to the sewer.  
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
approve and accept the easements as listed above.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Pro Tempore.  Mayor Schmitt said he will be out of town on May 23, 2006 and 
designated Victor Knies to preside at the Board of Public Works and Safety meeting 
on that day.   
 
Military Funeral.  Police Chief Richard Gunselman reported that the funeral for 
Marine Cpl. Eric Lueken would be held on Saturday, May 13, 2006.   He said the 
funeral procession would leave Becher Kluesner North Chapel at 8:45 a.m. and 
proceed south on Newton Street to Brucke Strasse and then take Brucke Strasse to 
Highway 164 and then onto Dubois.  He said South Newton Street would be closed 
between 2nd Street and Brucke Strasse from 8 a.m. until after the funeral procession 
has passed.    
 
CLAIMS 
 Claims against the City from April 6, 2006 through May 4, 2006 were 
presented and examined by the board.  Those claims found to be just, due, and owing 
were approved upon motion by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Victor Knies.  
Motion carried 3-0.  
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE.   

Thomas Schmidt requested showing a sign of respect for Marine Corporal Eric 
Lueken.  Cpl Lueken was mortally wounded April 22, 2006 in Iraq and was a native of 
Dubois, Indiana.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business to come before the board, a motion was made 
by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion carried 3-0 and the meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m. 
 
 
 

     
 ______________________________ 

      Mayor William J. Schmitt 
         Presiding Officer  
Attest: 
 
______________________________ 
Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 
  
Cynthia Kluemper, Recording Secretary 
 


